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The Bride of Christ

Counting the Cost Part 1
Luke 14:28 For which of you, intending to 
build a tower, sitteth not down first, and 
counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient 
to finish it?

29 Lest haply, after he hath laid the 
foundation, and is not able to finish it, all 
that behold it begin to mock him,

30 Saying, This man began to build, and 
was not able to finish.



Paid in full: Telestai

• John 19:30 When Jesus 

therefore had received the 

vinegar, he said, It is 

finished: and he bowed his 

head, and gave up the ghost.

Scholars got more insight into the meaning of this expression a few years ago after 
some archaeologists dug up in the Holy Land a tax collector's office that was almost 
intact, with all the tax records and everything. There were two stacks of tax records 
and one of them had the word, tetelestai, on the top. In other words, "paid in full." 
These people don't owe anything anymore. So, when Jesus said "It is finished," 
what is finished? It is the debt we owe God by our sins. It has been paid in full?



But what was paid in full?

• What we owed was our lives ?

– Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death; but the 

gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.

• Sin brings eternal death, Separation from God.

– Romans 5:12 Wherefore, as by one man sin 

entered into the world, and death by sin; and so 

death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:



What we are made free of ? 

• Romans 8:2 For the 

law of the Spirit of 

life in Christ Jesus 

hath made me free 

from the law of sin 

and death.



But there is a Cost!

• Our Freedom was not free!

– Isaiah 53:3 He is despised and rejected of men; a 
man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we 
hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, 
and we esteemed him not.

– 4 ¶Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our 
sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten 
of God, and afflicted.

– 5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he 
was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of 
our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we 
are healed.



But there is a Cost!
• Our Freedom was not free!

– Isaiah 53:6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we 
have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD 
hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.

– 7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he 
opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the 
slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, 
so he openeth not his mouth.

– 8 He was taken from prison and from judgment: and 
who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off 
out of the land of the living: for the transgression of 
my people was he stricken.

– 9 And he made his grave with the wicked, and with 
the rich in his death; because he had done no violence, 
neither was any deceit in his mouth.



But there is a Cost!

• Our Freedom was not free!

– Isaiah 53:10 ¶Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise 

him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt 

make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his 

seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of 

the LORD shall prosper in his hand.

– 11 He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall 

be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous 

servant justify many; for he shall bear their 

iniquities.



We have to pay the Toll!

• Matthew 17:24 ¶And when they 
were come to Capernaum, they that 
received tribute money came to 
Peter, and said, Doth not your master 
pay tribute?

• 25 He saith, Yes. And when he was 
come into the house, Jesus prevented 
him, saying, What thinkest thou, 
Simon? of whom do the kings of the 
earth take custom or tribute? of their 
own children, or of strangers?



We have to pay the Toll!

• Matthew 17:26 Peter saith unto 
him, Of strangers. Jesus saith 
unto him, Then are the children 
free.

• 27 Notwithstanding, lest we 
should offend them, go thou to 
the sea, and cast an hook, and 
take up the fish that first cometh 
up; and when thou hast opened 
his mouth, thou shalt find a piece 
of money: that take, and give 
unto them for me and thee.



Why is there a cost? Since Jesus Died

• Matthew 17:25 He saith, Yes. 
And when he was come into 
the house, Jesus prevented 
him, saying, What thinkest
thou, Simon? of whom do the 
kings of the earth take custom 
or tribute? of their own 
children, or of strangers?

• 26 Peter saith unto him, Of 
strangers. Jesus saith unto 
him, Then are the children 
free.



What is the cost ?

• Hatred 

– Genesis 27:41 ¶And Esau hated Jacob 
because of the blessing wherewith his 
father blessed him: 

– Genesis 37:5 ¶And Joseph dreamed a 
dream, and he told it his brethren: and 
they hated him yet the more.

– Luke 21:17 And ye shall be hated of all 
men for my name's sake.

– ohn 15:18 ¶If the world hate you, ye 
know that it hated me before it hated 
you.



What is the cost
• Suffering

– 2 Corinthians 11:23 Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak 
as a fool) I am more; in labours more abundant, in stripes 
above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft.

– 24 Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one.

– 25 Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice 
I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the 
deep;

– 26 In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of 
robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the 
heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in 
perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren;

– 27 In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in 
hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness.



What is the cost
• Suffering

– 24 Five different times the Jews gave me thirty-nine 
lashes. 25 Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I 
was stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked. Once I 
spent a whole night and a day adrift at sea. 26 I have 
traveled many weary miles. I have faced danger from 
flooded rivers and from robbers. I have faced danger 
from my own people, the Jews, as well as from the 
Gentiles. I have faced danger in the cities, in the 
deserts, and on the stormy seas. And I have faced 
danger from men who claim to be Christians but are 
not. 27 I have lived with weariness and pain and 
sleepless nights. Often I have been hungry and thirsty 
and have gone without food. Often I have shivered 
with cold, without enough clothing to keep me warm. 
28 Then, besides all this, I have the daily burden of 
how the churches .



Is it worth it?

• Matthew 13:44 ¶Again, the 
kingdom of heaven is like unto 
treasure hid in a field; the 
which when a man hath found, 
he hideth, and for joy thereof 
goeth and selleth all that he 
hath, and buyeth that field.

• 45 Again, the kingdom of 
heaven is like unto a merchant 
man, seeking goodly pearls:

• 46 Who, when he had found 
one pearl of great price, went 
and sold all that he had, and 
bought it.



Is it worth it?

• Matthew 16:26 For 

what is a man profited, 

if he shall gain the 

whole world, and lose 

his own soul? or what 

shall a man give in 

exchange for his soul?



For some people the cost is to great

• Luke 18:18 ¶And a certain ruler asked him, 

saying, Good Master, what shall I do to inherit 

eternal life?



For some people the cost is to great

• Luke 18:20 Thou knowest the 
commandments, Do not commit 
adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, 
Do not bear false witness, Honour 
thy father and thy mother.

• 21 And he said, All these have I 
kept from my youth up.

• 22 Now when Jesus heard these 
things, he said unto him, Yet lackest
thou one thing: sell all that thou 
hast, and distribute unto the poor, 
and thou shalt have treasure in 
heaven: and come, follow me.



Counting the cost

• A hard Saying

– Luke 14:25 ¶And there went great multitudes with 

him: and he turned, and said unto them,

– 26 If any man come to me, and hate not his father, 

and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, 

and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be 

my disciple.



Counting the cost

• A hard Saying

– Luke 14:27 And whosoever doth not bear his 

cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple.

– 28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, 

sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, 
whether he have sufficient to finish it?



Counting the cost

• A hard Saying

– 25 Great crowds were following Jesus. He turned 
around and said to them, 26 "If you want to be my 
follower you must love me more than your own father 
and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters --
yes, more than your own life. Otherwise, you cannot 
be my disciple. 27 And you cannot be my disciple if 
you do not carry your own cross and follow me. 28 
"But don't begin until you count the cost. For who 
would begin construction of a building without first 
getting estimates and then checking to see if there is 
enough money to pay the bills? 



The reward

• Matthew 19:29 And 
every one that hath 
forsaken houses, or 
brethren, or sisters, or 
father, or mother, or 
wife, or children, or 
lands, for my name's 
sake, shall receive an 
hundredfold, and 
shall inherit 
everlasting life.



The Reward

• Revelation 3:21 To 

him that overcometh

will I grant to sit with 

me in my throne, even 

as I also overcame, and 

am set down with my 

Father in his throne.



The Reward

• Revelation 1:6 And hath 

made us kings and priests 

unto God and his Father; 

to him be glory and 

dominion for ever and 

ever. Amen.


